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T ic^ufT of Claims; 

1. (ctfftently amended) A computer-implemented metbod for identifying metadata 
about a figj resoviroe identified by a first identifier, the method comprising: 

issuing a request fig t^gct a rondition of the ^ resource identified by the first 
identifier; 

parsing a response document received in response to the issned request^whereiii 
die response document includes an indication that the metadata exists within a secQQ^ resource 
identified by a second identifier, the indication idp r^ TitVinB Ifae metadata format; 

p^r.^rir. fx a tgnuest to «^ftve the meta data ftnm the second resouTffe, wherein the. 
pPTiPrared reouf-^t u formatted t o -^npnoTt the metadata foimat identified bv the indication; an ^ 

retrieving the metadata from the second e&ef resource ^dcntifiod by tfae-Qccond identifier . 

2. (curremly amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 , wherein the 
response document comprises an XML document and the indication comprises gn ^ XML 
processing instruction. 

3. (previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein the 
first identifier and the second identifier conqjrise a Universal Resource Identifier. 

4. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein the indication 
fimher comprises an attribute identi^ng an "alternate" relation. 

5. (original) The computer-intplemented method of claim 2, wherein the indication 
further comprises the second identifier. 

6. (original) The conaputer-implemented metliod of claim 1 , wherein the response 
document comprises an HTML document and the indication comprises a LINK tag. 
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7. (cuncDtly amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 6, wherein the 
LINK tag farther comprises ffi attribute identifying an expected response type of text/xml. 

8. (original) The compnter-implemented method of claim 6, wherein the LINK tag 
further comprises an attribute identifying an "alternate" relation. 

9. (original) Thecomputer-iinplementedmethodofclairo6,whereintheLINKtag 
further comprises the second identifier. 

10. (curnmtly amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
retrieving the metadata from the secoad ^ location occurs automatically and without fiiither 
user interaction. 

11. (currendy amended) A computer-readable medium encoded with a data 
structure, comprising a discovery document stored in the data strucwre, wherein: 

the discovery document comprises metadata about a resource stored at a furst location 
identified by a first identifier, and a at4e8St«6 typed link indicating the existence of further 
metadata about the rr--n identifips the metadata fonnat ; and 

the data structure is stored at a second location identified by a second identifier^whssin 
th. Tr^.r«H«tH is yehH^ved fa»n the < =^^nnH Incaiion in resnonse to a request j^nd fiirther wherein 
th^ remiest is formatted to suut ^ ^rt th« metadata filrmat identified by The Ivped link . 

12. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1, wherein the typed link 
indicates the existence of a second discovery document and a location of the second discovery 
document. 

12. (original) The computer-rcadaWc medium of claim ll, wherein the typed li«k 
indicates a Imk to a Web-based service. 
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14. (original) The computer-readableinedumofclaim 13, wherein another typed link 
indicates a link to a description of the Web-based service. 

15. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 11. wherein the typed Unk 
indicates a link to an XML schema. 

16. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the 
fagt identifier .H^t^fi^ cnmmise ee^rises a Universal Resource Identifier. 

17. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium encoded with a data 
structure, comprising a response document stored in the data strucmie. wherein: 

the response document is issued in response to a request for a resource at a first logatign, 
the response document includes an indication that metadata »4eeu»6« exists a second 
Incation that is different fr"Tn the first location. a»d 

the indication identifies the inetedes metadata fbrn^t ab o ut the rooourcg. 
. ^r| n^ct tr> retrieve th e metadata from the second TCSm^ is "S^^d, an d 
ti.. ^ ^,,P..t f» retrieve the n^«tadata is foim ^tteH to siinnort the mcfad?.ta format jtfgBtified 

h y the indication. 

18. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 17. wherein the 
response document is an HTML document and the indication comprises a LINK tag. 

19. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of clahn 17, wherein the 
response document is an XML document and the indication comprises an XML stylesheet 
processing instruction. 

20. (currently amended) A system for communicating data over a network, the 
system comprising; 

a server computer including a resource; 
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a cUent coniputcr configured to issue a request fox the resource and to receive information 

in response to the request; and 

a response document based on the resource, generated by the server, and including an 
ixjdication of the existence of a discovery document .t a Incatinn diffey^m than the server 
computer, the discovery document including metadata about the resource, wherein: 

tVift indicati"" i<1entifies metadata format. 

the chcnt computer receives the response document including the indication of the 

discovery document^ 

.V,. .H^nt nommter (^-r.*^.^ ^ T^Quest to rrtrieve the metadqT ? ^ from the discovery 

<^r>c.iiment. and 

,^^^1^ r^nuest i5 i fnrm.tt^d to ^rt The metadata format identified by th? 

indication . 

21. (currently amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the response document 
comprises an XML document and the indication ef the mdstenoo uf O i u Hi ' jw s' m 6ommmt 
comprises an XML stylesheet processing instruction. 

22- (currently amended) The system of claim 20, wherein ihe response document 
comprises an HTML document and the indication o f dio ojdstenco oflhci diacovor/ docu m en t 
comprises a LINK tag. 
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